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her cjirome, nickel and manganese. We can and are now
taking her coffee and hides. Australia can assist in many
ways the development of the colony, a development that
has been held up in the past because it was not in the
interests of Continental capitalistic concerns to have secondary,
industries established in the colony.
Australia, which has passed through the stage where
development of her secondary industries was frowned on,
should sympathize with New Caledonia and led a hand to
set her on her feet. The idea that colonies and dominions
should be market gardens for the home country is outworn,
New Caledonia's copra formerly went home to provide the
bases for famous French soaps and oils, pearl and tortoise
shell to make buttons and toilet sets, hides to make boots
and jackets, when most of these things could have provided
local industries on the island. Instead of supporting the
present reactionary Banque de PIndo-Chine, which is hated
throughout the colony, Australia could lend support to a
National Bank of New Caledonia, which could as well
finance local industry and the colony's export trade as the
Banque de 1'Indo-Chine with its head office in Paris and its-
directors in the Vichy Cabinet.
New Caledonia has lately been in the ridiculous position
of having to ration foodstuffs and very many articles that
could have been supplied by Australia, while she had
thousands of tons of, nickel and chrome tied up on her
wharves, simply because she lacked the foreign exchange to-
pay for what she needed. A little sympathetic help from
Australia could have avoided that. Even if we had bought
the stocks of ore and stored them, or resold them to America,
it would have paid us to do so. It would have been a
neighbourly gesture to tide the colony over the bad times,
especially as New Caledonia's economic difficulties were
partly caused by their refusal to sell their minerals to the ally
of our enemies.
Because of the cessation of trade between New Caledonia
and Japan and Europe, New Caledonia shouldn't have had
to send agents running around Australia and the United

